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“Rock and Roll Revue” 
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Creative Strategy: 
This strategy focuses on the Root-Bernsteins’ thinking tools of 
transforming and synthesizing. Students also have to apply 
creative language skills of rhyming and meter when creating 
lyrics to songs. The purpose is to get students thinking about 
content material in a fun and musical way that will help them 
remember facts they need to know for any content area.  

Context: 
This activity is aimed at gifted middle school language arts 
students studying grammar and mechanics, but could be used 
with older or younger students. 

Activity: 
Divide students into small groups of 3 or 4. Teacher has on 
hand a set of starter songs for each group and content material. 
Instruments are optional. 

1. Warm-up: Ask students to share the lyrics to their favorite 
song with their group (keep it clean!). Contrast this to how 
hard it is to remember material from a recent class lecture. 
Facilitate brief discussion about how music helps us 
remember words.  

2. Show students a Schoolhouse Rock video and explain that 
they will now have the chance to create their own content-
driven songs. Provide students with the starter song list, 
exemplar songs, and the content material they are to use. 
Older students may pull content from notes as a form of 
differentiation. 

3. Encourage students to play with rhyming, meter, and 
rhythm while they work in groups to try and create a new 
set of lyrics to a familiar tune using key details from content 
material.  

4. Have students share their songs with other groups. Next 
steps might be to have students to make up moves to go 
with their songs, or create a music video. 

Adaptations: 
1. Make this a large-group activity, where the teacher provides 

a partially finished song and the students fill in blanks with 
key content words. 

2.  Students create their own melody to increase difficulty. 
3.  Create a song by adding music to poetry. 
4. Students work independently and have a song contest 

 

Materials: 

* Starter songs with lyrics and audio                             * 
Simple musical instruments (shakers, hand drums, 
bells, etc)                                                                               
* Exemplars of “content” songs created with familiar 
lyrics and content material 

Resources: 

Websites: 

http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/strategies 
/topics/Arts%20in%20Education/brewer.htm  

http://www.healthguidance.org/entry/17224/1/Why-
Do-We-Remember-Songs-so-Well.html 

Book: 

Root-Bernstein, R. and M., (2001). Sparks of Genius: 
The Thirteen Thinking Tools of the World’s Most Creative 
People. Houghton Mifflin Company. ISBN 0-395-
90771-3 (hardback) and 0-618-12745-3   (paperback). 

http://www.amazon.com/Sparks-Genius-Thirteen-
Thinking-Creative/dp/0618127453 

Video: 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/math-
teaching-techniques 

Evaluation: 

 

 


